
4

� The prices of walnut, saffron and
apricot have shot up steeply in the
city due to their crops getting
washed away in the devastating
floods in Kashmir.

� The dairy sector is being reshaped by
improved bank financing of animal
farming, expanding market outreach
of milk and meat processing
companies, and the growing
domestic and foreign demand for
livestock products.

� Farmers fear a severe shortage of
fertiliser, particularly of urea, during
the rabi season that begins from
October. This year’s rabi season
comes after the country’s biggest
floods since 1972 in the wake of
furious monsoon.

� Pakistani fruit and vegetable
exporters have announced that
Russian quarantine officials have
agreed to support their companies in
an attempt to increase exports to the
country.

� According to US Embassy
Agricultural Counselor David
Williams, “The WPEP project has

produced exceptional results. Wheat
is an important crop in both Pakistan
and the US and our two countries
are continuing a 50-year tradition of
collaboration in agriculture.”

� Due to disruption to the food supply
chain following heavy rains and
floods, inflation rose 7.7% year-on-
year, primarily. It was for the first
time since April this year that
inflation rate was higher than the
previous month. In April, the
headline inflation was 9.2%, which
gradually came down to 7% in
August – a trend that has stopped, at
least for the time being.

� Deputy High Commissioner of
Australia Paul Molloy and
Agricultural Counsellor of the United
States in Pakistan on Wednesday,
the minister said that new
regulations and structural changes
would be introduced to bring in a
quantum jump in the export of
dates.

� Subsidy mode is yet to be decided for
fertilizers as imports have been
delayed, and domestic production is
still a matter of debate.

� A recent report by a multinational has
predicted a 36% growth in global milk
consumption over the next decade.
According to the study, ‘A Global
balancing Act; Dairy Demand &
Supply’, this growth would mainly
occur in emerging markets of Asia:
demand in India will increase by
120%, in China by 78%, in Pakistan
by 35% and the rest of Asia by over
57%.

� During the 2007-08 global rush for
farmland acquisitions, Saudi Arabia
and the UAE were widely reported to
have acquired thousands of acres of
cultivable area in Pakistan to produce
food for their needs. But till now there
is no mention in the media of any
such project having come to fruition.

� In an attempt to standardize its
exports to the European Union (EU)
and other markets the government
has started surveying kinnow orchards
after registering mango farm. For The
government in May 2014 introduced
a well-known global practice of
tracking fruit farms and even trees to
standardize mango exports to the
EU.�
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� The Association of Peruvian Guild of
Agribusiness (AGAP) has stated that,
grapes from Peru have proven to be
wildly popular in China and the
demand is growing. Currently,
grapes are the most often exported
product from Peru to China, and
have recorded a 93% increase over
the first half of 2014.

� Florida strawberries have been in the
ground for only a week but already
the season looks promising. “The
plants are healthy,” states Shawn
Pollard of The Strawberry Exchange,
“Last year we had a few plants that
were unhealthy when planted.” 

� The two aspects affecting the Greek
growers are the drop in the price of
greenhouse cucumbers caused by
the Russian embargo, and the
economic crisis that has significantly
reduced consumption levels in
Greece. They also expect things to
get worse as soon as large volumes
from the Netherlands and Spain
enter the European market. 

� Starting  next year the new system
under the EU Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) will be implemented,

allowing apple growers to modernize
the plantations, thereby increasing
their yield.

� A noticeable recovery have shown in
the Chilean Lemon exports this year,
in fact these are the highest since
2012. Until week 39, a moment
when on average 98% of the yearly
total volume has already been
shipped in the past five seasons,
more than 41,500 tonnes have been
exported, 30% more than the same
week of last year. It must be
remarked that the export dynamic of
this year showed a first half of the
season similar than last year’s, with
the first important shipments on
week 21 (from May 19th to 25th).
Nevertheless, in the second half of
the season, bigger changes occurred,
in fact, by week 29 a volume 3%
lower was recorded, but in the next
week, the shipment’s peak
happened.

� India is examining an industry
demand to raise import duty on
edible oils, as local oilseed prices
have fallen due to a surge in
shipments of cheaper palm oil.
Higher import duty on vegetable oils

could support local oilseed prices and
accelerate crushing of oilseeds like
soybean and rapeseed.

� Informatore Agrario published a
note from Jatosti-Scuderi as regards
the 2013/14 and 2014/15 citrus
fruit campaign.

� Cultivation of 40% of orchards in the
Kuban region is based on the old
technology. Therefore, the local
government has decided to allocate 24
million rubles (480 thousand Euro) for
the development of regional orchards.
The money is meant for installation of
trellis and drip irrigation systems, and
for grubbing out of old gardens. The
following year, the regional Ministry of
Agriculture plans to consider new
projects, i.e. construction and
reconstruction of fruit storage, purchase
of equipment and machinery, as well as
installation of anti-hail nets. 

� As of October 2014, Penza region
harvested 549300 tonnes of potatoes
from the area of 38800 hectares. The
average yield in the region is 14.2
tonnes per hectare. The expected gross
yield of commercial potatoes this year is
80,000 tonnes.�
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