
AUSTRALIA

Orange production
increases

Australia's orange production for the
2013-2014 seasons is forecasted to

exceed the previous season's production.

Navel orange production for the
2013-2014 season is expected to reach
230,000 MT, according to USDA's
Foreign Agricultural Service. That is
25,000 MT more than the previous
season's production. Fruit size is also
expected to be good and demand  will be
higher than last season's exports.

Australian mango
production almost halved

Australia’s top Mango growers in
Northern Territory are reporting poor
growing conditions as the cause of one
of their worst seasons on record, with
some industry sources suggesting pro-
duction volumes decline by 50% from
2012. 

As the season drew to a close in late
December 2013, Northern Territory
Mango Industry president Ross Maxwell
said that the crop loss was at its worst in
Katherine, a key growing region for the
increasingly popular R2E2 variety. This
year there were 15,000 tonnes produced
in the Northern Territory.

Growers and marketers also had to
contend with a so called “mystery dis-

ease” that caused a defect, known as
resin canal, to appear in some mangoes
grown in the Northern Territory. While
the defect has no impact on eating qual-
ity, the appearance of streaky black lines
through the centre of the fruit makes it
difficult to sell.

ARGENTINA 

Blueberry export to Europe
increased in 2013

Exports of blueberries in 2013
increased because of the arrival of fruit
from Tucuman to the European market
and the installation of a cold chamber
that became a decisive factor for the
quality of exports.

The amount of fruit exported in 2013
exceed that of 2012 despite the drought
and frost that hit the province during the
last year. United States was the biggest
destination for blueberries since 90% of
the local production went to that market.

Thanks to the Institutes and local
entrepreneurs participation at Berlin,
Moscow and Hong Kong fairs some new
markets have been developed and in
addition the European Union is currently
a very important destination.

Consumption of blueberries is grow-
ing in the Netherlands, Germany, Ireland,
and Canada. The quality of the products
improved due to the installation of a cold
storage chamber at the Benjamin
Matienzo Airport, which keeps the fruit
at optimal temperature.

Tucumán had a 45-day window
during which there were no blueberries
anywhere in the world.Thus this province
takes advantage of that moment to
export all the fresh fruit and sell it at a
value that is five times higher than that
of the frozen blueberry.

Argentinian garlic growers
explore new markets

The growers of garlic in Argentina are
concerned about the increase in produc-
tion volumes as there is no significant
movement in terms of exports.
Transactions have yet to be agreed on
and responses are expected from Brazil
and Europe, which are the main export
markets for Argentinian garlic, with
China and Spain as fierce competitors for
the same export destinations. 

The  entrepreneurs within the sector
has pointed out that production costs
have increased by around 750% since
2003, while dollars have grown in value
by 80 to 85%. For example, shipping a
container from Buenos Aires to Taiwan
currently costs around 3,500 dollars and
from Mendoza to Buenos Aires 3,000
dollars.

At one time, the province of
Mendoza had almost 15,000 hectares
planted, and this year the acreage barely
surpasses the 7,500 hectares, while Spain
doubled its production volumes, with a
total of 18,000 hectares planted. 

Regarding world shipments, in 2011
China was the largest exporter with
72.9% of the total, followed by
Argentina, with 8%, and Spain, with 7%.
These figures should drastically change
this year if we are to take the acreage as
reference.

BELGIUM

Largest grower of sprouts
for processing

The consumption of sprouts seems to
be increasing slightly in Europe, the
German Agrarmarkt Informations-
Gesellschaft (AMI) reports on its website.
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More sprouts are being eaten in Holland,
Great Britain and Belgium in particular.
Here the annual consumption is between
700 and 800 grams per person per year.
The sprout cultivation is also mainly con-
centrated in these three countries, out of
which Belgium produces the most
sprouts for the frozen industry.

Research shows that cabbage is
grown on around 430,000 hectares in
Europe. Of this area only 5% is used for
cultivating sprouts. In Belgium sprouts
for the frozen industry are grown on
2,100 hectares. This is 75% of the total
cultivation area for frozen sprouts in
Europe.

CHILE

Fruit exports to Japan and
Korea exempt from tariffs

Starting January first this year, a total
of 606 products that Chile exports to
South Korea and Japan no longer have to
pay tariffs due to the free trade agree-
ments signed with these Asian countries.

The Bureau of International Economic
Relations (Direcon) of the Chilean
Foreign Ministry reported that the most
important products exempt from the tar-
iffs were fresh grapes, raisins, apricots,
cherries, peaches, raspberries, kiwis,
blueberries, dried apples and plums, and
apple juice, among others.

Starting this month, 95% of the
imports from Chile to Korea will be tariff-
free. 215 products exported to Japan are
also tariff-free. These include cherries,
apricots, peaches, plums, kiwis, frozen
strawberries and dried apples.

President of Fedefruta, Cristián
Allendes stated that the growth of the
fruit sector in Asian markets has aver-
aged about 10% per year. Thus, he esti-
mated, the tariff exemption would help
this trend to continue until they become
one of Chile's fruit exports main destina-
tions.

In the 2012-2013 season, Chile
exported about 7.4 million boxes of fresh
fruit to Korea and 3 million boxes to
Japan, which represents 3.7% of the
national fruit-export industry. Up to last
year, the main Chilean fruit exports to

these markets were table grapes, kiwis,
limes, oranges and blueberries.

INDIA

Pumpkin kicks up a
farming revolution

Cucumber, bitter gourd and many
other vegetables grown in the Valiya
taluka of Bharuch district, Gujarat have
pumpkin roots, thanks to the farmers of
Valiya. This new method of grafting has
been helping Valiya farmers for the past
couple of years to save their vegetable
and fruit crops from soil diseases.

Farmers use the pumpkin stalk to
grow bitter gourd, cucumber, water-
melon, sweet melon, chilli, tomato and
bringal. The top portion of such crop is
known as 'saion.'

This method of grafting has three
distinct benefits- protection from soil-
based diseases, faster vegetative growth
and higher yield. As the grafting is done
in the middle, the vegetative growth of a
plant is faster. A tomato plant just takes
30 days to grow instead of 45 days after
grafting and the yield, too, is high by
50%.

Farmers from Bharadiya village of
Valiya taluka sell grafted plants of differ-
ent vegetables, as it helps them to pro-
duce good yield. Furthermore, these
crops are free from seasonal soil-based
diseases if they are grafted in this
manner. The plant saplings are grown in
a couple of 100 square metre green
houses and other farmers from the area
purchase the grafted plants from such
green houses for their fields. The horti-
culture department sources said the yield
in Valiya taluka has gone up by at least
50% after the farmers began to use
grafted saplings in the past year or so.

ITALY

Possible overproduction of
cauliflower in early 2014

According to FAO data, Italy is the
third producer of cauliflowers in the
world, right after China and India.
Cauliflowers in Italy are grown on
around 18,000 hectares and other big
producers in Europe are Spain, France
and Poland.

Italy only imports the vegetable
when domestic quantities are small, and
usually exports it to Germany,
Switzerland and Czech Republic.

The cauliflower and fennel crop got
off to a good start after mid-October for
commercial farms part of the C.O.P.A.
cooperative and produce will be available
until spring.

The season was affected by the
weather in autumn as warm tempera-
tures in September and October caused
different varieties to ripen at the same
time. Therefore,  quantities are now
lower and prices are higher and at the
moment the farmers cannot get more
produce in order to counterbalance the
increase in consumption of the days
before Christmas. Prices are likely to
remain high until the end of the year.

The main sales channel is represented
by retailers. Cauliflower and fennel con-
sumption in Italy seems to have slightly
increased in the last few years. A lot of
land was dedicated to cauliflower pro-
duction and the last season appears to be
one with the biggest number of trans-
plants ever made in Italy.
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Carrot sowing season
in Sicily

Carrot Consortium reveals that
sowing in Sicily is 90% complete. The
mild weather and the right amount of
rain are favouring growth, though it is still
too early to make a forecast for 2014.

Currently, the situation of the Italian
market is not very dynamic: despite the
30% increase in the Ferrara area, yields
are lower than normal. The Fucino area
(Abruzzo) still has a lot of volumes avail-
able but the quality is not up to mark
because of the abundant rainfall of the
last period. The Fiumucino area (Lazio)
recorded the same quantities as last year. 

JAPAN

First agribusiness project
in Egypt

A vegetable plantation under devel-
opment in southern Egypt for exports to
Japan will be operational from next
February. The completion Kobe Bussan
Co. site has been delayed due to the need
to relocate residents around the site, and
also because of the political unrest in
Egypt. 

The firm, which is the operator of
Gyomu Super discount supermarkets,
expects shipments to Japan to commence

in a few years. The plantation, which is
being developed on 3,000 hectare of land
outside Luxor, will be the first agribusiness
project by a Japanese company in Egypt.

MEXICO

Machine developed with
integrated camera to select
best limes

Students of the Technological Institute
of Orizaba (ITO), guided by Dr. Oscar
Osvaldo Sandoval Gonzalez, developed a
conveyor of limes that will benefit the
industrial sector as it facilitates the selec-
tion process and avoid production mis-
takes.

The machinery consists of a band
where each lime's physical condition is
examined, keeping the best limes and dis-
carding any product presenting flaws. The
conveyer only selects the best limes
because it has an integrated camera that
detects all the faces of the lime.

Dr. Sandoval said that the camera was
able to detect the slightest defects that a
lime could have, averaged them, and, by
the end of the segmentation system,
accepted or rejected the product.

The doctor and researcher stressed
that, even though the machinery was
developed at the ITO at a low cost, the
project would cost more than 5 million
pesos (nearly U.S. $382,000) to be built.

Students from the Institute’s Electronic
Engineering area in coordination with the
doctor created the robot to benefit of the
industry's quality area.

Sandoval said the equipment made
the selection process and assured the
media that the lime that passes said
process is the one that has no visible
affectations on its skin.

The machinery was implemented in
an industry, which provided for the pro-

ject's funding, in a region dedicated to
the export of limes.

NETHERLANDS

MCR Machinery supply new
carrot washer

MCR Machinery installed a new
carrot washer at M&B Peen in
Kraggenburg, The Netherlands. This
maintenance friendly washer is a so-called
dry washer, which means that there is no
water in the drum, but that the carrots
wash themselves as a result of the turning
of the drum. 

NORWAY

New TOMRA machine sorts
potatoes immediately after
harvest

Early this year TOMRA Sorting
Solutions introduced a whole new potato
sorter on the market. The FPS (Field
Potato Sorter) is the first effective optical
sorter for unwashed potatoes. The
machine uses BSI (Biometric Signature
Identification) technology to separate
earth, stones and other materials from the
potatoes. It also removes rotten potatoes.

The FPS belongs to a new generation
of sorting machines. The special feature
of a Field Potato Sorter is that the pota-
toes can be sorted immediately after har-
vesting and do not need to be washed in
order to create contrast. 

The machine removes everything,
from clods, foreign objects, basically
everything that is not a potato. The
uniqueness of the FPS and the entire gen-
eration of TOMRA machines is their sen-
sitivity, efficiency and ease of operation. A
potato that was covered with mud and
earth was once indistinguishable. The
new generation of machines, explains
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Alain, is much more able to identify a
proper potato  through the BSI technol-
ogy. At the moment there are already
some 15 machines in circulation. 

SPAIN

Evaluating the effects of
gamma radiation on
Raspberries

The raspberries if consumed raw can
be a vehicle for the transmission of
human pathogens. Food radiation is one
of the few technologies developed to
preserve food quality and safety; it is a
way to control pathogens without signifi-
cantly altering sensorial properties. 

Food radiation is a physical and non
thermal technology, also known as cold
pasteurization, which is based on the
ambient gamma ray emission directly on
food during final packaging, reducing the
risk of cross contamination until the food
is consumed by the final consumer.

Portuguese scientists have evaluated
the effects of gamma radiation on fresh
packaged raspberries testing different
gamma rays doses. After radiation, the
packaged raspberries were stored at 4°C
for 14 days. Before and after treatment,
the scientists performed microbiological
analyses and the evaluations.

Microbiological results showed that
the initial microbial load was 104 CFU/g
in non-irradiated samples and this value
increased during storage; while in irradi-
ated berries, especially at 1.5 kGy, the
microbial load was 1 log unit lower and
the value remained constant during the
storage period.

Results on quality showed that the
radiation increased phenolic compounds
and antioxidant activity for 7 days of
refrigerated storage; while no differences
in physicochemical and sensorial proper-
ties were found amongst the irradiated
and non-irradiated berries, 

In short, this study showed that the
gamma radiation at 1.5 kGy does not
have a negative impact on raspberry sen-
sorial quality and it can reduce by 1 log
unit the microbial load

TURKEY

Turkish minneola season 

Minneola is a hybrid between a
mandarin and a grapefruit, the flavour is
not too sweet (about 11-13 brix grade)
and can even be a bit sour at times. It is
said that this mandarin contains high per-
centage of folic acid which covers about
80% of human needs.

Turkish fresh produce export com-
pany Eren Tarim, established in 1993, are
right in the middle of a successful min-
neola season.  Eren exports minneolas to
different parts of the world. Also known
as a tangelo, this pear shaped variety has
very good skin, pulp coloration, along
with a wonderful aroma.

Minneola mandarins are grown in
Florida, Turkey and Israel, although
Turkish products have always been desir-
able to customers due to good logistic
solutions and the fact that everything is
done accordingly to the customer’s
demand for quality. It can be shipped for
long and short transit times. Along with
that, Eren offers different packaging solu-
tions to its customers. 

In addition to minneola's, Eren also
offers the mandarin nova, which is a
hybrid between the clementine and tan-
gelo. This is also one of the strongest
mandarin varieties that can withstand a
long transit. It has very bright orange
color and a strong aroma. Turkish fruit
exports rose 16 % between 2012 and
2013.

Turkish fruit exports rose 16 % from
2012 to 2013, reaching $708.5 million,
according to the Turkey Fresh Fruit and
Vegetable Exporters Association

(TYMSIB).Grape exports experienced a
15 percent rise in profit, reaching $187
million, making it the highest exported
fruit in Turkey.

Turkish cherries’ export amount and
value dropped 3 percent last year, but
took the second place in the export
sector. Cherries constituted 22 percent of
the fruit export sector with $155 million.

Russia constituted 33 percent of the
fruit export sector in terms of value and
amount last year, making it the highest
fresh fruit exporting country.

Although the amount of exports to
Russia dropped two percent, the value of
the exports rose 14 percent and reached
$235 million.

Countries receiving most Turkish
fruits exports following Russia were
Germany with $127 million, Bulgaria
with $43 million, Iraq with $40 million
and Ukraine with $31 million.

USA

Lettuce growers scale back
production

Poor conditions have forced Fresno
County lettuce growers to scale back
production. Less water and diseases have
forced local farmers to reduce lettuce
production by nearly 50% from last year.
Officials  say the county's once $40 mil-
lion crop now stands at a mere $28 mil-
lion. Preliminary estimates show acreage
falling from 8,200 acres last year to just
4,400.

In addition, if the West side were to
receive a zero water allocation, there
could be a 70% decline in Spring lettuce
acreage; that means fewer jobs and a
reduction in local tax revenue.�
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